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SUBJECT: BEAGLE CHANNEL DISPUTE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE PROVIDED TO DEPT SPOKES- 
MAN FOR NOON BRIEFING ON 1/10/78: 

ARGENTINA: NAVAL UNITS TO THE SOUTH ATLANTIC 
(BEAGLE CHANNEL REGION) 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON REPORTS OF THE MOVEMENT OF 
ARGENTINE NAVY SHIPS TO THE SOUTH ATLANTIC? 

A. NOT REALLY. WE HAVE READ PRESS REPORTS OF SHIP MOVE- 
MENTS AND ARE OF COURSE AWARE OF THE SITUATION REGARDING 
THE BEAGLE CHANNEL. WE HOPE THAT CHILE AND ARGENTINA 
WILL BE ABLE TO AGREE ON A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY SETTLE- 
MENT OF THE ISSUE. 
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Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY REPORTS OF TROOP MOVEMENTS? 

A. WE HAVE SEEN SPECULATION BUT HAVE NO SPECIFIC 
CONFIRMATION AND IN ANY EVENT WE EXPECT THAT THE PARTIES 
WOULD CERTAINLY TREAT THE ISSUE IN A PEACEABLE MANNER. 
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Q. DO YOU SEE ANY DANGER OF WAR? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO SPECULATE ABOUT THAT. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF NOON BRIEFING ON 1/10/78: 

Q. HODDING, CAN YOU TELL ME THE REACTION ON THE MILITARY 
SITUATION DEVELOPING BETWEEN CHILE AND ARGENTINA. 

A. WE HAVE SEEN SOME STORIES. I WOULD NOT PRETENT THAT 
WE HAVE A GREAT DEAL MORE INFORMATION THAN YOU DO. I 
DON'T HAVE A PARTICULAR COMMENT ON THAT. BASICALLY, 
WELL, I DON’T HAVE ANY PARTICULAR COMMENT ON IT AT ALL. 

I THOUGHT PERHAPS THERE WAS SOMETHING, BUT AT THIS POINT 
WE ARE SIMPLY WATCHING THE SITUATION. 

Q. LET ME FOLLOW UP. 

A. YES. 

Q. THERE WAS A MEETING, I UNDERSTAND, YESTERDAY BY A 
COMPETENT STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ON THIS SUBJECT. 

WHAT WAS THE MEETING FOR? WHAT BECAME OF THE MEETING? 

A. I AM SORRY. WOULD YOU BE MORE SPECIFIC? 
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Q. YES. 

THERE WAS A MEETING YESTERDAY AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
BY A MEMBER OF THE DEPARTMENT ON THE SUBJECT. THEY 
DISCUSSED THE SUBJECT. 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE OBJECTIVE OF THE MEETING WAS? 

A. NO. 

YOU ARE IN THE POSITION ACTUALLY OF TELLING ME SOMETHING 
I DON'T KNOW ABOUT. I SIMPLY DON'T KNOW. 

Q. IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT CONCERNED ABOUT THE REPORT 
ABOUT MOVEMENT OF ARGENTINE NAVAL UNITS TOWARDS THE 
BEAGLE STRAIT AREA? 

A. THAT’S SORT OF THE SAME BASIC QUESTION AGAIN. THE 
ANSWER IS THAT WHILE WE HAVE SEEN THOSE REPORTS AND ARE 
AWARE THAT THERE IS A SITUATION PARTICULARLY IN THE 
BEAGLE CHANNEL, WE REALLY DON’T HAVE MUCH TO OFFER IN THE 
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WAY OF SPECULATION. WE HOPE, OBVIOUSLY, THAT CHILE AND 
ARGENTINA ARE GOING TO BE ABLE TO WORK OUT THEIR PROBLEMS, 
OR AT ANY RATE WORK OUT THIS PARTICULAR ISSUE ON A 
MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY BASIS. 

LET ME JUST SAY, WE ARE NOT OVER-ENDOWED WITH INFORMA- 
TION OF A SPECIFIC NATURE ON THIS SUBJECT. 

FRANCOIS WAS NEXT. OH, O.K. 

Q. I HAVE A FOLLOW-UP. WELL, IS NOT THE UNITED STATES 
PARTY TO THE RIO TREATY? 
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A. YES, WE ARE. 

Q. IS NOT THE UNITED STATES BOUND TO BE SURE THAT PEACE 
IS NOT BREAKING IN - 

A. WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT IT, AND WE WILL, OBVIOUSLY, 

DO ANYTHING WE CAN TO HELP, IF WE ARE CALLED UPON. BUT 
AT THIS POINT, ALL I'M SAYING IS THAT WE REALLY ARE NOT 
IN A POSITION TO SPECULATE ON THE SITUATION RIGHT 
NOW. 

Q. HAVE YOU TAKEN ANY ACTION SO FAR? 

A. I KNOW OF NONE SO FAR. VANCE 
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